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Season’s greetings from your chapter Board of Directors and committee           
leadership.  Our members, sponsors and other supporters make the chapter as 
strong as it is.  Thank you for all of your support during 2005. 
 
The chapter has an outstanding line up of educational and networking opportuni-
ties scheduled for the first quarter of 2006.  The HFMA Region 11 Healthcare 
Symposium is all set to go at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas from January 29 
through February 1.  The brochure is available at our chapter’s website               
(http://www.hfma-nca.org/).  This is a premier opportunity to take in top-notch 
educational events, entertaining speakers, and network with your peers from 
throughout the western states at a  convenient location. 
 
Closer to home we are following up on the highly successful fall 2005 PFS Road 
Shows on Claim Denial Prevention with our first Compliance Road Shows on 
How to Deal With the Medicare Recovery Audit (“RAC”) Demonstration in        
California.  An RAC is a private Medicare contractor who will review six years of 
Medicare payments and be paid a percentage of the amount of “overpayments” it 
identifies and recovers.  This three-hour seminar will cover a summary of the 
RACs and the RAC demonstration, how to respond to RAC notices, the impact of 
Medicare’s new appeal rules and compliance issues raised by RAC notices of 
overpayment.  Presentations are scheduled for January 20 in Sacramento (at One 
Capitol Mall), January 23 at Doctors Hospital in San Pablo, and January 26 at 
Enloe Medical Center in Chico. 
 
Then on March 23 and 24 the chapter will host its third Spring Conference at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in Berkeley.  The educational programs will be announced over 
the next few weeks and are even more extensive than before.  The conference will 
again include a gala social event coupled with the installation dinner for next 
year’s Officers and Board Members. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these events. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Compliance Road Trip 
“How to Deal with the 

Medicare Recovery Audit 
(RAC) Demo 

January 20 – Sacramento 
January 23 – San Pablo 

January 26 – Chico 
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Preparing for Changes and Challenges in Managed Medi-Cal 
By Deborah Knight, Managed Care Committee 
 
The Managed Care Committee sponsored a presentation on Medi-Cal HMO changes in San Francisco on October 26, 2005.  
Willie Anderson, Director of County Organized Health  Systems, Geographic Managed Care and Other Contracts Section, 
California Department of Health Services Medi-Cal Managed Care Division, discussed Medi-Cal redesign to include existing 
and proposed Managed Care Counties, eligibility, Fee for Service (FFS), Medi-Cal Managed Care Models, County Organized 
Health Systems (COHS), and Geographic Managed Care (GMC).  He also reviewed coverage guidelines and service carve-
outs. 
 
Greg Price, Valley Health Plan CEO and Director of Managed Care, Santa Clara Valley Health and  Hospital System, pre-
sented Medi-Cal reimbursement from both a provider and payer perspective.  Key   issues covered included current rate and 
regulatory issues, different environments that impact rate strategies and what strategies are working or problematic, reasons to 
keep Managed Medi-Cal and updates on the current healthcare environment.   Access to care continues to be a concern for  
everyone. 
 
Both presentations were followed by extensive discussion and provided an explanation of Managed Medi-Cal  programs and 
their impact to patients, providers, and payers.  Attendee feedback was positive indicating that the topic was both timely and 
relevant to current challenges in healthcare administration.  If you did not make it to the meeting, but would like to see the 
presentations, you can go to our  web site and download them at http://www.hfma-nca.org/resources.lasso. 
 
We would like to thank our speakers for their presentations and Paul DeMuro at Latham & Watkins for providing a meeting 
room with a state of the art AV system and a great view. 

San Ramon – For the fourth consecutive year, the foursome 
of Art DeNio, Pat Godley, Tom Knight and Mike Smith cap-
tured the HFMA of  Northern California Golf Tournament 
under beautiful, sunny skies on September 30 at San 
Ramon's Canyon Lakes Golf Course.  The defending golf 
champions fired an 11-under 60 in the scramble format to 
take first-place honors, keeping their names etched on the 
chapter's championship trophy. 
 
For the second time in three years, second place went to the 
foursome of Jerry Klusky, Mike Moody, Chris Pass and 
Chuck Acquisto.  The runners-up shot 10-under on the Par 
71 course, stringing together six straight birdies and eight in 
10 holes in the "best ball" competition to get into contention.  
 
 "We thought we had karma this year when Jerry (Klusky) 
chipped in from off the green for an unbelievable 20-foot 
birdie to put us at 10-under with three holes to go," Acquisto 
later said.  "We kind of felt 10- or 11-under would win this  
thing." Third place went to the threesome of Jonathon 
Cramer, Bob DeMarco and Bradley Rice, who also finished 
at 10-under and lost a predetermined tiebreaker. 
 
 

One shot back and in 
fourth place was the four-
some of Rich Griffith, Jim 
Hebert, Brett Ferry and 
Troy Donnaville who 
combined for a 62. 
 
Winners of the men's and women's long drive competition 
were Chris Pass and Andrea Brown, who fended off a 
longer cart path-aided drive from Joy  Stephenson that was 
disqualified for resting well off the fairway. 
 
The putting competition was a one-woman show as Barbara 
Braga defeated all comers by making the only putt on the 
two-ball putting contest. Terry Paff won the men's putting 
contest by coming closest to the hole.  
 
The sixth annual Golf Tournament marks the end of Vince 
Acquisto's tenure as golf Chairperson, having grown the 
tournament to a record 18 teams featuring 70 golfers.  Terry 
Paff will take as Tournament Chair for the 2006 Tourna-
ment. 
 
 
 

A Four-Peat for NoCal HFMA Golf Champs 
By Chuck Acquisto, Law Offices of Stephenson,  Acquisto & Colman 
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